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March 11, 2009

The Honorable James F. Brennan
New York State Assembly
Legislative Office Building 842
Albany, NY 12248

The Honorable Liz Krueger
New York State Senate

302 Legislative Office Building
Albany, NY 12247

Dear Assemblyman Brennan and Senator Krueger:

On behalf of the New York Building Congress, I am writing to express our opposition
to New York State Senate Bill S1665/Assembly Bill A4424, which would prohibit
cities from accepting the professional self-certification of documents for construction
of new buildings as a substitute for review and approval of such plans by city
employees. Professional self-certification has been a valuable means of managing
permit backlogs at the New York City Department of Buildings NYC DOB) and
stimulating development, and it should continue to be made available to responsible,
law-abiding design professionals.

The Building Congress understands that S1665/A4424 is a response to abuses of the
NYC DOB’s professional self-certification process. The scofflaws who have abused
the professional self-certification process, however, should not be deemed
representative of the entire community of design professionals practicing in New York
City. Prohibiting professional self-certification would punish all design professionals
and the industry that relies upon them to the detriment of the City, not just those
architects and engineers who have demonstrated a flagrant disregard for the law.

For these reasons, the Building Congress supports a more tailored approach to address
concerns about professional self-certification rather than an outright prohibition of the
process. We strongly encourage the State Senate, collaborating with the State
Assembly, to work with the four borough Chapters of the American Institute of

44 WEST 28TH STREET, 12TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, NY 10001, TEL 212.481.9230, FAX 212.447.6037 BUILDINGCONGRESS.COM



Letter to Assemblyman Brennan and Senator Krueger
March 11, 2009
Page 2

Architects and other design professional organizations to modify this legislation in a
way that strengthens, but does not abolish, the professional self-certification process.

Sincerely,

cc: The Honorable Sheldon Silver, Speaker, New York State Assembly
The Honorable Malcolm Smith, Majority Leader, New York State Senate
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